
2019 Eugene Policelli Service Award Recipients 

Recipient Description 

Bart Pacekonis 

Citizen’s Award 

Bart Pacekonis has made a big difference in the lives of businesses, families and athletes 
through his leadership and active involvement with the Planning & Zoning Commission, the 
Open Space Task Force, and the South Windsor Soccer Club. Through his work on both the 
Planning & Zoning Commission and the Open Space Task Force, Bart has been instrumental in 
determining the future growth of South Windsor, striking a “balance between development 
and land/water conservation.” Patricia Botteron, Open Space Task Force Chairperson, “Bart 
presents himself professionally and diplomatically, possesses impeccable communication 
skills, and demonstrates the utmost commitment to this town.” Bart has also served as a South 
Windsor Soccer Club volunteer since 1999. He has been a volunteer Coach, Division Director, 
and Tournament Coordinator. According to Gary Schoedler, the Director of Coaching for the 
Soccer Club, over his 15 years with the club, Bart has “helped provide a positive soccer 
experience for more than 3,000 players, volunteering in excess of 14,000 hours.”  

Roseanne Sapula 

Citizen’s Award 

Roseanne Sapula has impacted the lives of young adults and families in South Windsor 
through her active involvement with the Monday Night Social Club, the South Windsor 
Special Olympics, Breakfast with Santa and many other related local events. While working on 
the Boundless Playground in 2007 with Dan Rezende, a previous recipient of the Policelli 
Award, Roseanne learned about the Monday Night Social Club – a group of 40 special needs 
individuals, high school age through older adults, who meet at the Teen Center every Monday 
night. From that first night, Roseanne was hooked on the love and strong bond between the 
participants and adult volunteers. She quickly called this group her “calling,” and has gone on 
to expand programming to include a Halloween Dance, monthly Birthday Celebrations, and 
the yearly picnic sponsored by the Rotary Club. Through her related volunteer work with the 
Special Olympics, Roseanne has raised funds, participated in the Penguin Plunge, and has 
helped with weekly track and field practices and bowling. The group nicknamed her the “Girl 
on Fire” because of her high energy level. According to one of the athletes, “Special Olympics 
makes us feel special and is made special by an extra special lady named Roseanne Sapula. We 
just love her.” Roseanne is “a devoted volunteer, friend, and elf, but mostly our angel.” 

April Alver 

Student Award 

April Alver is an active member of the South Windsor High School community. In addition to 
being an honor student and student athlete, she has volunteered countless hours through her 
involvement in National Honor Society, the CATS squad, SADD, Interact, and South Windsor 
for the Kids. April was specifically nominated for the Policelli Award for her contributions as a 
Peer Mental Health Educator, a representative of Students Against Destructive Decisions 
(SADD), and the “Community Ambassadors Transition Squad” (CATS), a student group that 
helps incoming freshman transition into life at the high school. While most students are not 
accepted into CATS until they are juniors, April was recommended as a freshman and selected 
to be on the Executive Board as a senior. She was in charge of planning the 2018-2019 freshman 
orientation, and then organized and ran a club fair for 9th graders to promote the importance 
of student involvement. April was a member of SADD for three years, and served as the Co-
President during her senior year. April was selected to be a Peer Mental Health Educator. On 
her own time, April became certified in Peer Mental Health, a certification which allowed her 
to serve as a resource for other teens. She coordinated the presentation of a school-wide video 
addressing teen anxiety, and spoke with students about ways to reduce anxiety and find 
available resources inside and outside of school. April’s commitment to this club educated her 
school on mental health disorders and helped to create a more accepting community. 

Matt Dion 

Student Award 

In addition to volunteering for his church and participating in CFC Premier Soccer, Matt Dion 
is a volunteer for Challengers Basketball, a program for youth with special needs. He served as 
a friend and mentor to youth who might not otherwise get involved in formalized activities. It 
was stated that Matt is someone who “shows up every Saturday with a huge smile” and he 
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goes “above and beyond to make a connection with others. He works hard but does it 
effortlessly.” Matt has also volunteered a lot of his time to South Windsor for the Kids, a 
student group at South Windsor High School. He has been on the Executive Board and has 
been responsible for setting up and running fundraisers for the program. In partnership with 
the Connecticut Children’s Medical Center, he and fellow committee members organized a 
special dance for children with cancer. And last, but by no means least, Matt is a long-time 
volunteer with Unified Sports. Unified Sports joins people with and without intellectual 
disabilities on the same team. Matt has been a coach and a player, and attended both home and 
away games with the athletes. During his senior year, Matt served as a team leader and played 
a more active role in leading the activities with the athletes.  

Olivia Porcello 

Student Award 

Olivia Porcello has a resume filled with dedicated and long-standing community service and 
participation in a host of service activities, including Hockey Players for Kids, South Windsor 
for the Kids, R.A.C.E., the Drug Free School Committee, Autism Awareness, and the 
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. She is also an honor student, class officer and student 
athlete. Olivia is the President and founder of the high school’s Diversity Committee, R.A.C.E. 
(Respect And Change Everywhere). She created this committee following her participation in 
the “Anytown” leadership program in 2016 which focused on social justice topics such as 
racism, sexism, religion and disabilities. She worked hard to celebrate diversity within the 
school, creating videos and posters to promote awareness and understanding among her peers. 
Olivia is also a four-year member of the school’s Drug Free School Committee, serving as 
President during her senior year. The Drug Free School Committee is focused on keeping 
drugs out of school by promoting activities such as the annual Volleyball Marathon.  
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